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As We Gather 
Christians often do good works without even thinking about it, because true faith is living and active. 
God’s Word for today is all about how God-given faith shows itself in a Christian’s life. Like many of the 
Pharisees in today’s Gospel, those without faith may consider good works to be only a way to influence 
or manipulate other people, or even God. True faith, on the other hand, is the work of God the Holy 
Spirit, who through Word and Sacrament instills and inspires the mind of Christ in the Christian believer. 
In faith, God equips you with “everything good, so that you may do His will” (Hebrews 13:21).  

 

Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” #902
1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now; 

Our hearts in true devotion bow. 
Your Spirit send with light divine, 
And let Your truth within us shine. 

 

2 Unseal our lips to sing Your praise 
In endless hymns through all our days. 
Increase our faith and light our minds; 
And set us free from doubt that blinds. 

 

3 Then shall we join the hosts that cry, 
“O holy, holy Lord Most High!” 
And in the light of that blest place 
We then shall see You face to face. 

 

D 4 All glory to the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, 
Be praise throughout eternity! 

Text: Lutherisch Hand-Büchlein, 1648, Altenburg;  
tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Text: Public domain 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences Psalm 124:8; 130:3–4 
P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
C who made heaven and earth.  
P If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness, that You may be feared. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P The Spirit of God calls us to sacrifices that are pleasing to Him: brotherly love, hospitality to 

strangers, care for those in need, faithfulness in marriage and family, fearless joy in the Lord, right 
faith, and honorable worship. Yet too often we ignore God’s calling and live according for our own 
selfish will and purpose.  Together, let us come before God and ask Him to forgive our sinful neglect 
of His Word and His will for our lives. 

C Almighty God, we confess to You that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. We have not 
loved You with our whole hearts, and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are 
hopeless and helpless without You. Have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life. Amen.  

P May the God of peace equip you with everything good, so that you may live according to His will. 
In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  



  T  WORD  T 
Introit Psalm 75:1–2, 6, 9; antiphon: v. 7 
P  It is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another. 
C  We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks,  
   for your name is near. We recount your wondrous deeds. 
P  At the set time that I appoint I will judge with equity. 
C  For not from the east or from the west, and not from the wilderness comes lifting up. 
P  But I will declare it forever; I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 
C  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  It is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus, Good Shepherd of the sheep, grant us the power of Your Spirit and equip us with 

everything good, so that we may do Your will and live lives that are pleasing in Your sight; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading T  Humility and Pride  T Proverbs 25:2-10 
        2It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search things out. 3As the heavens 
for height, and the earth for depth, so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 4Take away the dross from 
the silver, and the smith has material for a vessel; 5take away the wicked from the presence of the king, 
and his throne will be established in righteousness. 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
or stand in the place of the great, 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in 
the presence of a noble. What your eyes have seen 8do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do 
in the end, when your neighbor puts you to shame? 9Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and 
do not reveal another’s secret, 10lest he who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have 
no end. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn of Praise “This Is the Day the Lord Has Made” Hymn #903, sts. 1, 3-5 
1 This is the day the Lord has made; 

    He calls the hours His own. 
Let heav’n rejoice, let earth be glad 
    And praise surround the throne. 

 
3 Hosanna to the_anointed King, 

    To David’s holy Son! 
Help us, O Lord; descend and bring 
    Salvation from Your throne. 

4 Blessèd is He who comes to us 
    With messages of grace; 
He, in the Lord’s name, comes to us 
    To save our fallen race. 

 
5 Hosanna in the highest strains 

    The Church on earth can raise. 
The highest heav’ns, in which He reigns, 
    Shall give Him nobler praise. 

Text: Public domain  



Epistle T  Sacrifices Pleasing to God  T Hebrews 13:1-17 
1Let brotherly love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares. 3Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and 
those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4Let marriage be held in honor among all, and 
let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5Keep your 
life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you 
nor forsake you.” 6So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do 
to me?” 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith.  

8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9Do not be led away by diverse and 
strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not 
benefited those devoted to them. 10We have an altar from which those who serve the tent have no 
right to eat. 11For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high 
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in 
order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 13Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and 
bear the reproach he endured. 14For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 
15Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God. 17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, 
as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that 
would be of no advantage to you. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel T  Healing of a Man on the Sabbath   T Luke 14:1-14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1One Sabbath, when [Jesus] went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees, they were watching 
him carefully. 2And behold, there was a man before him who had dropsy. 3And Jesus responded to the 
lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 4But they remained silent. 
Then he took him and healed him and sent him away. 5And he said to them, “Which of you, having a 
son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6And they 
could not reply to these things.  

7Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of 
honor, saying to them, 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a 
place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9and he who invited you 
both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to 
take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who 
sit at table with you. 11For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” 12He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you 
in return and you be repaid. 13But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind, 14and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the just.” 



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 T  Confession of Faith  T The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
     right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn “Son of God, Eternal Savior” #842
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
    For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, 
    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 
    So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
    Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty 
    Held in solemn trust will be. 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 
    King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, 
    Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, 
    By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
    Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
    Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing 
    That Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
    Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932,  
alt. Text: Public domain 

Sermon 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering—may be left in the offering plates near the doors as you leave.  Those worshipping at home 
may continue to mail or drop off offerings at the church office, and on-line giving is available to 
everyone on our website at www.stpauloaklawn.org. For information about regular electronic 
giving, please contact the church office.   

 

Offertory Meditation  

http://www.stpauloaklawn.org/


T  SERVICE of the SACRAMENT  T 
 
Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
The Words of Our Lord 

 
Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
T  DISTRIBUTION of the SACRAMENT  T 

 
Piano Selection  Diane Johannes 
 
Hymn “Jesus Comes Today with Healing” #620
1 Jesus comes today with healing, 

Knocking at my door, appealing, 
    Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace. 
He Himself makes preparation, 
And I hear His invitation: 
    “Come and taste the blessèd feast.” 

 
2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding, 

Yet in bread and wine abiding 
    In this holy sacrament, 
Gives the bread of life, once broken, 
And the cup, the precious token 
    Of His sacred covenant. 

3 Under bread and wine, though lowly, 
I receive the Savior holy, 
    Blood and body, giv’n for me, 
Very Lamb of God from heaven, 
Who to bitter death was given, 
    Hung upon the cursèd tree. 

 
4 God descends with heav’nly power, 

Gives Himself to me this hour 
    In this ordinary sign. 
On my tongue His pledge receiving, 
I accept His grace, believing 
    That I taste His love divine. 

 
Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 

Text: © David W. Rogner.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001400 

 



Hymn “O God of Mercy, God of Might” #852
1 O God of mercy, God of might, 

In love and pity infinite, 
Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, 
    To live our lives in Thee. 

 
2 And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die 

That our lost world might live thereby, 
O hear us; for to Thee we cry, 
    In hope, O Lord, to Thee. 

 
3 Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught: 

To feel for those Thy blood hath bought, 
That ev’ry word and deed and thought 
    May work a work for Thee. 

 

4 All are redeemed, both far and wide, 
Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died. 
Grant us the will and grace provide 
    To love them all in Thee! 

 
5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

May we each other’s burdens share; 
May we, where help is needed, there 
    Give help as unto Thee! 

 
6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 

All those who live to live in love 
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 
    All those who live in Thee. 

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Communion Blessing 
P The true Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul 

to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.   

 

Closing Prayer 
P Let us pray. Gracious God and Father, as we have now been fed and strengthened by Your love 

through the very body and blood of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant that brotherly love 
continue among us in lives of holiness and Christian virtue, so that we may be witnesses of Your 
grace, mercy, and peace to the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  



 
Closing Hymn “May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill” #698
1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill 

And do on earth our Father’s will 
    As angels do above; 
Still walk in Christ, the living way, 
With all Thy children and obey 
    The law of Christian love. 

 
2 So may we join Thy name to bless, 

Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess, 
    From sin and strife to flee. 

One is our calling, one our name, 
The end of all our hopes the same, 
    A crown of life with Thee. 

 
3 Spirit of life, of love and peace, 

Unite our hearts, our joy increase, 
    Thy gracious help supply. 
To each of us the blessing give 
In Christian fellowship to live, 
    In joyful hope to die. 

 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

Postlude 
 
TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND THANKS 
Guest Pianist:  Diane Johannes 
Vocalist:  Bill Leise 
Lector:  Sunday: Louis Frank; Wednesday: Rev. George Mrochen 
Altar Care:  Sunday:  Cathy Kumke; Wednesday: Sandy Barry 
Altar Flowers:  Terry Hornburg 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.  Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT 
 

 

 

Announcements & Notes: 
 
The St. Paul Men’s Choir will sing again on Sunday, September 18th.  Rehearsals will be Wednesdays, 
September 7 & 14 from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m., following the Wednesday evening service.  All men are 
welcome! 
 
The Ladies Guild will need many members to assist with their September 17th Vendor Craft Fair.  Please 
think about how you might be able to help either with setting up on the day before the event or on the 
Saturday of the event.  A listing of needs, including donations of baked goods for a bake sale, is listed 
on a clipboard on the counter next to the church office.  Please sign up to help make this fair a success! 
 
Please see the back page for more information about the Fall Fest Vendor Craft Show. 

  



Please pray for these members of our St. 

Paul family: 

Greg Block   Betty Kruckow 

Dawn McNicholas  Janet Varnagis 

Janice Przybycien  Kevin Hickey 

Mary Ann Colander  Art Hornburg 

Melva Smith   Roy Hodgeman 

Carol Small   Mike Degidio 

Norma Silinski  Beverly Sellers 

Lenore Curran  Betty Beegle 

Delphine Cherry  Ron Klingensmith 

Louis Frank   Deb Skopec 

Herta Iversen   Loretta Frank 

The Giacobbe Children Marge Rochlitz 

Ron Hickey   Julie & Larry Gurga 

Ingrid Lesko   Katherine Hice 

Gloria Meyer   Jan Briede 

Delores Stegemann  Warren Miller 

Kurt Seehofer  The Polezoes Family 

Lincoln & Parker Alex Patricia Murdoch 

Gloria Crook   Lois Kaminske 

Flora Jones   Beverly Fishbaugh 

 

 

 

We give thanks: 

With Pastor Mrochen for God’s gifts of healing 

and health 

With Megan and Fernando Fernandez, whom 

God blessed with a new baby girl on August 

15th.  

With Lori Freeze, Bill Leise, George Oberg, 

Janelle Herring, all celebrating birthdays… 

 

 

 

 

Please let the church office know when your 

need for our congregational prayers is over 

(708) 423-1040. 

Please pray for these friends and family of our 

members: 

Andrew Mrochen  Vern Howe 

Eugene Marcinkowski  Roberta & Carlos Owens 

Denise DeLaurentis  Dorothy Kroll 

Eric Kessling   Barb & Emily Feehan 

Bob Hessert   Georgiana Easton 

Jackie Plichta   Patricia Paulsen 

Ken Kruckow   Janet Trierweiler 

Alan Hecke   Vicki Warren 

Matt Favero   Sandra Wilson 

Michelle Mitchell  Al Silinski 

Pam Palhegyi   Carol Milazzo 

Rich Huscher   The Lamberth Family 

Jerry Gross   Brenda Gurgel 

Gloria Folsom   Autumn Kessling 

Shirley Fairchild  Simeon Hoppe 

Ron Lunt   Christopher Kosary 

Sandy Plath   Iris McCoy 

Shirley Demyres  Raquel Rameriz 

Nick & Bridget DeAngelo Henry Bonder 

Kim & Shawn Skelton, Sr. Kyle Hughes 

Elaine Hoffstetter  Fred Raddatz 

Allyson Seehofer  Selma Carmichael 

Bernadette & Rich Trusk Dana Kahn 

Donald Hakanson  Guillermo Ramirez 

Paul Noffke   Sue Sortino 

Pam Brown   Lisa Sanders 

Shawn Harland  Ann Herold 

Barb Potter   Wayne Volk 

Charley Heitz   Sharon Bryant 

Doris Potts   Brad Benfield 

Doreen Holford  Janice Hernandez 

Judy Collins   Phyllis Hicks 

Maryann Krieg (Wilke)  Pam Kirk 

Jimmy Kennedy, Jr.  Monica Iversen 

Cathy Becker   Ken Matz 

Jean & Al Zirbel  Heather & Josh Turro 

Mary Ann Rafidi  Pastor Mark Willig 

Joe Thomas   Paul Moeller 

Debbie Guarascio  Sophia Salus 

Justin & Ashley Fasel  Frank Coglinase 

Nora Maculitis   Gene Wawrzynikowski 

Kimberly Rooney  Rhonda Scott 

Robert Gonzalez  Theresa Kostecki 

Mark Fishbaugh  Mary Beth Pasqua 

 

 

  



 


